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IRISH FAMINE AND DIASPORA




Potato Blight

* “reland,” Examiner,
2011 (15 Aug. 1846), p.
519

= "This vegetable
cholera”




Board of Works/Public Works in Ireland

REPLOYMART ‘0N PUDLIE WORKS,
. The following wseful ‘instructions bave been isened from
the Castle and the Bourd of Wocks, Tt was high time thot
 prompt messures ehould be adopted to repross some of the
[ abuzes incidentsl to the employment by the Btate of such
_rut- numbers of the labouring classes:—
| : ' * Dublin Oasile, Getober .

" Genilemen,—~Lam difected by the Lord Llentennns to scqeaint you
that his Bxecollency's attontion having been ealled to (e elnss of Taticas
who have hitherto Been employed on rellof works, be desizes that In-
structions may ba given to e ofenrs’ of the board, that, ax & general
rule, B person Ehoald ba smployed whond binaments are vahaed, nhder
the poor Iaw, a4£5 per snnum or wpwards, oolew in undoubied destitn.
ton, mor e sons of pernens sl el femssta nead,

* His Bxeclleney farther deeires that the ofizess will repert to the
haazd all cases in which tho payments bave oot besm mads weekly &5
directed, and that no parsom employed under oo board should b -
paped in the *Trode® spatem, oF in the ealo of splriis ot food In the
neighboarhood of works, under pain of dlerisal,

" [ am, pittlamin, vour chadlent sarmank,
“T. N. REDIKGTON."
" CIRCULAR=-RELINF DEPARTMENT,
. s OfEeecl Babife Works, Oofober 23,

" It boing represented to the Bonedl of Works fat great [noosve
nience and abuse have ariden from the Aiffiealty exlsting in meang
e of obtatnieg Iaboorare for gecasional smplormiat, sod the indes-
posicion Uint exists oo the pard of lebourers to ge to primba weeks, even
at Blgh wages, in {ha eEpeiation of gettiop work dn the poblic ronds,
the bonrd approves of allewicg farmers and obbers reqaleisg Rboarets
b2 &pTLy b tha stowards om the pabliaworks for them : and jo ease the

 persom stdectad by the stewards tilads tor g0, on belng ofierad the mama
raba of wWiges theF aterecalving on thevosds, that the stawnrds should
be reqaired forthwith to djschargo them.
" (By erder)

J. 0, WALKER."

[.2

= “reland,” Our Own

Correspondent, The Times,
19395 (16 Nov. 1846), p. 6

“no person should be
employed whose
tenements are valued...at
£5 per annum”

“the indisposition that
exists on the part of
labourers to go to private
works..., in the expectation
of getting work on the
public roads”



“Letter from an Irish to an English Gentleman on the Operation of
the Labour-rate Act and the Repeal of the Arms Bill,” Quarterly
Review, 79, 157 (Dec. 1846), p. 238

condition of his country? Has any one yet satisfactorily reconciled
the inconsistency which this autumn has exhibited most glaringly-—
viz., that of the abundant exportations from Ireland, and the non-
payment of rent in Ireland? We can understand how the cottier
must have been affected by the potato rot; but how, except in-
directly, this can have made the superior middleman and comfortable
farmer suffer, we do not see. Yet from this class have proceeded re-
monstrances and refusals of rent as urgent as from others. They have
been exporting abundantly too, and selling fairly, if not dearly, in the
English market. Yet now they are petitioners to the English people
for what, under these circumstances, must be called superfluous alms.
Again, is there any one who will- tell us what the general purchase of
weapons throughout the country means? Does it augur an insurrection
against the Government, or against the landlords ? or an outbreak against
the Board of Works? Are rents to be formally repealed by Captain
Rock, or the Union by Smith O’Brien? or is there to be a general par-
liament of the Irish labourers for the purpose of extorting the highest
payable wages, and yielding the smallest possible quantity of work 2’




Corn Laws and Ireland (# articles/decade)
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Repeal of Corn Laws and Ireland

“The Late Crisis,” Dublin
University Magazine, 27,
158 (Feb. 1846), p. 248

Article author Irish
(Protestant Ascedancy
presumbably) is against
the repeal of the Corn
Laws (for one thing, it
would lead to lower
tithes, destroying the
Church of Ireland); but
here makes the
reasonable complaint
that repealing Corn
Laws/restoring free

market will not "augment

the industrial resources
of Ireland”

And what is the state of Ireland
now? Will that, or the state of the corn
laws constitute the minister’s difficulty?
Would a repeal of these laws augment
the industrial resources of Ireland, or
in any respect tend “to repress that
system of organised assassination by
which law has been rendered a dead
letter, and the lives and properties of
peaceful subjects made dependent upon
the capricious forbearance of mis-
creants, whose cold-blooded atrocities
have infixed a stain of indelible bar-
barity upon some of the rural districts
of Ireland? We believe that Sir
Robert Peel does not expect that
any measure which threw two-thirds
of the lands out of cultivation, and
three-fourths of the people out of em-
ployment, could be regarded as coming
with *¢ healing on 1its wings” to a
country afflicted by the miseries of
which we complain, and to which, if
some effectual remedy be not applied,




Lord John Russell (the Whig Prime
Minister and Ireland)

“Lord John Russell's Visit
to Ireland,” Examiner,
2118 (2 Sept. 1848), p.
562

Compares the good this
will do with the similar
good the Queen’s visit
will do (actually, the
newspaper thinks it WILL
do good).

At the bottom, “the
improvement and
pacification of Ireland”
(the British seem less
concerned with the
starvation/sickness and
more concerned with
rural “outrages” by secret
societies




Lord John Russell and Ireland

= “Lord John Russell has just been in Ireland,”
The Times, 19966 (12 Sept. 1848), p. 4

= A"leading article” (an editorial) worth
examining

= Most concerned with combating Daniel
O’Connell’s campaign to reverse the Act of
Union.




Soup Kitchens

~ The other function of the Relief Committees was to give
gratuitous aid in cases of extreme destitution, and this was well
performed by them to the extent of their means. As the dis-
tress increased, the distribution of cooked food by the establish-
ment of soup kitchens, was found the most effectual means of
alleviating it. The attention of the committees was, therefore,
generally directed -to this object by the Inspecting Officers.
Boilers were manufactured and sent to Ireland in great numbers,
and Government donations were now in every case made equal
in amount to the private subscriptions (¢ pound for pound®), and
in cases of more than usual pressure, twice or three times that
amount was given. This mode of giving relief was not found
to be attended with any serious abuse. The committees ex-
pended in a great measure their own money, which made them
more careful in seeing that it was laid out with the greatest
possible advantage and economy; and as the ration of cooked
food distributed by them was not an object of desire to persons
in comfortable circumstances, as money wages were, it acted in
a great degree as a test of destitution. The great defect of this
system of relief was, that being voluntary, it could not be relied
on to meet the necessities of a numerous population in a period
of great emergency, and the difficulty of obtaining private sub-
scriptions was often greatest in the most distressed districts.

= "“Correspondence explanatory

of the Measures adopted by
her Majesty's Government for
the Relief of Distress arising
from the Failure of the Potato
CropinIreland,” Edinburgh
Review, or critical journal, 87,
175 (Jan. 1848), p. 266

They work well and not given
to “abuse” (19"-century
version of welfare “cheats”);
the only “defect” is that this is
a voluntary system and
doesn’t reach most of the
population!



Relief Committees

RELIEF COMMITIEES IN IRELAND.

—ail——
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

Sir,—1I solicit the smallest space in your columns o refer
to a subject of grave and scoumulating import,

The fact of persons in comfortable clreumstances, or abave
the reach of want, placing themsslveain the ranks of the
destitate in Ireland, in ovder to obisin the fonds granted to
the distresed, has, notwithstanding overy effort, becomo an
evil of enormous magnitude, Selfrespect, shame, orany
of the humsn feelings thut morally mct on soclety, scem
whelly forgotten, or remembered to be laughed at. Instead
of public works domoralizing, the facility, without one fal-
tering step, with which the move ismade from the station of
tndependence to the ground of pauperism, strongly suggests
& pre-exisient state of injured morals.

= An lIrish Landholder, "Relief

Committees In Ireland,”
TheTimes, 19438; (5 Jan.

1847), p- 6

The rest of this letter
mentions relief
committees, but the tone
here is interesting because
it focuses on the loss of
self-respect and
independence (whichiis,
perhaps, of less
significance if one is
starving, | would think)



Typhus

= “Journal of Public
Health,” Critic of Books,
Society, Pictures, Music,
And Decorative Art, 7,
172 (1 June 1848), p.
266

= From blight 1845- to
scurvy, typhus, etc.
1846-




Evictions and Emigration

It was at one time considered preposterous to 0
expect that the whole or the greater part of the u Th Bl k R b 4
negro [m['ﬂ'l]:llillll ol the ['hilt'li -"!:'I'.IT.I 3 would ever e a C e p U ICI
lrc [I'.'ll'l.-"u-r[l.‘qi, i-.u_'i-{ to l!u.: I:ml.l of Thl'l eslors. L | .
The notion that it would be possible thus to convey Talt S Edlnburgh
three millions of persons across the Atlantic was

sconted as ridiculous. Dut we have seen, within MagaZinel 19, 227 (NOV.

the last ten years, Iu_‘.lr!}' two millions of human
lieings escape from famine an l evictions in Ireland
to plenty and ease in America. 'This Irish emis= 185 2) p 655
. it P - [
~ration towards the west, moreover, is something /
more than a mere instance to prove the possibility .
of a negro emigration in the contrary direction; it u S U g g e t f tt
offers, strange to say, an urgent motive for the latter S I O n O Se I n g
movement. The Irish emigrants, .-lnrum.iinu throngh L E b .
the southern states of America, are evi ryw here U p I e rl a fo r fre e d
tuking the place of the free coloured labourers,

who find themselves deprived of what were bIaCkS (it Wa S) because

merly their most valuable sources of livelihvod,

Twenty vears ago the draymen, porters, and . 0o 0O

other out-door labourers in the city of Baltimore, thelr p05|t|0n was

were nearly all men of colour ; they are now nearly .

all white men, and mostly Irishmen. The same b k b . d
substitution is gradually takiog place in all the elng ta en y EVICte
sonthern towns. The coloured labourers, thus

displaced, must either sink lower in poverty and Ir|Sh |n Amerlca (It

'Iv-.:.';ul.xlilrn. or betake themselves across the At-

lantic. to their own “land of promise;” to that ’t

country, indeed, which is to them exactly wliat Wasn
riea i# to the Hr\‘c..'rl\'-rtrirkl_ul elts of reland.
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